Supplementary Table 2. Search strategies
	Search strategies

	MEDLINE (via Pubmed)

	(lidocaine[MeSH Terms] OR lidocaine[Title/Abstract] OR xylocaine[MeSH Terms] OR xylocaine[Title/Abstract] OR lignocaine[MeSH Terms] OR lignocaine[Title/Abstract] OR procaine[MeSH Terms] OR procaine[Title/Abstract] OR novocain[MeSH Terms] OR novocain[Title/Abstract] OR articaine[MeSH Terms] OR articaine[Title/Abstract] OR septocaine[Title/Abstract] OR ubistesin[Title/Abstract] OR bupivacaine[MeSH Terms] OR bupivacaine[Title/Abstract] OR mepivacaine[MeSH Terms] OR mepivacaine[Title/Abstract] OR prilocaine[MeSH Terms] OR prilocaine[Title/Abstract] OR ropivacaine[Title/Abstract] OR "Anesthesia, Local"[Mesh] OR "Anesthesia, Dental"[Mesh]) AND (treatment efficacy[MeSH Terms] OR efficacy[Title/Abstract] OR dental pulp test[MeSH Terms] OR pulp test[Title/Abstract] OR visual analog pain scale[MeSH Terms] OR visual analogue pain scale[MeSH Terms]) AND tooth AND Clinical Trial[ptyp]

	CENTRAL

	#1 MeSH descriptor: [Anesthesia, Local] explode all trees

#2 MeSH descriptor: [Lidocaine] explode all trees

#3 MeSH descriptor: [Procaine] explode all trees

#4 MeSH descriptor: [Carticaine] explode all trees

#5 MeSH descriptor: [Bupivacaine] explode all trees

#6 MeSH descriptor: [Mepivacaine] explode all trees

#7 MeSH descriptor: [Prilocaine] explode all trees

#8 "lidocaine":ti,ab,kw or "Xylocain":ti,ab,kw or "Xylocaine":ti,ab,kw or "lignocaine":ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#9 "procain":ti,ab,kw or "procaine":ti,ab,kw or "Novocain":ti,ab,kw or "novocaine":ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#10 "articain":ti,ab,kw or "articaine":ti,ab,kw or "carticain":ti,ab,kw or "carticaine":ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#11 septocaine:ti,ab,kw or ubistesin:ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#12 "bupivacain":ti,ab,kw or "bupivacaine":ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#13 "mepivacaine":ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#14 "prilocaine":ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#15 "ropivacaine":ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#16 "pulp":ti,ab,kw or tooth:ti,ab,kw (Word variations have been searched)

#17 (#1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5 or #6 or #7 or #8 or #9 or #10 or #11 or #12 or #13 or #14 or #15) and #16 in Trials

	EMBASE

	#1
'lidocaine'/de OR lidocain*:ab,ti

#2
xylocain*:ab,ti

#3
lignocaine:ab,ti

#4
'procaine'/de OR procain*:ab,ti

#5
novocain*:ab,ti

#6
'articaine'/de OR articain*:ab,ti

#7
carticain*:ab,ti

#8
septocaine:ab,ti

#9
ubistesin:ab,ti

#10
'bupivacaine'/de OR bupivacain*:ab,ti

#11
'mepivacaine'/de OR mepivacain*:ab,ti

#12
'prilocaine'/de OR prilocain*:ab,ti

#13
'ropivacaine'/de OR ropivacain*:ab,ti

#14
'local anesthetic agent'/de OR 'dental anesthesia'/de OR 'local anesthesia'/de

#15
#1 OR #2 OR #3 OR #4 OR #5 OR #6 OR #7 OR #8 OR #9 OR #10 OR #11 OR #12 OR #13 OR #14

#16
'tooth pulp'/de OR 'tooth'/de OR 'tooth pain'/de

#17
#15 AND #16

#18
#15 AND #16 AND [clinical study]/lim 


